Bio-Brief of Dr KJ Sreeram, Director CSIR-CLRI:

Dr. Sreeram is a trained leather technologist recognized for his significant contributions
to environmental sustainability within the leather industry. His notable achievements
include the development of formaldehyde-free fillers and solutions for managing
chromium(VI). Since joining CSIR-CLRI in 2002, he has received several accolades,
advancing to Chief Scientist in 2019 and later becoming the Director.

Under his leadership, CSIR-CLRI established India’s footwear sizing standard (BHA),
created specialized gloves for extreme cold, and developed vegan leather-like materials.
Dr. Sreeram has authored over 120 publications, with an h-index of 28, and holds 20
patents. He has received numerous awards, including the CSIR Young Scientist Award
and the National Innovation Award. Furthermore, he is a fellow of the Academy of
Sciences in Chennai, the Royal Society of Chemistry in the UK, and the Society of Leather
Technologists and Chemists in the UK. In 2024, he was honored with the Distinguished
Alumnus Award of the AC Tech, Anna University and the Asian Paints Padma Bibhushan
RA Mashelkar Award of l1IChe.

He has contributed to the Technology Roadmap 2035 and co-edited a monograph for
Springer Nature. Additionally, he has served as the Director (Additional Charge) of CSIR-
Central Electrochemical Research Institute and as Theme Director for the Chemicals
(including leather) and petrochemicals theme of CSIR. Currently, he is the Mission
Director for the Waste to Wealth Mission, Chairman of ISO-TC 120, and Head of the
Department of Leather Technology at Anna University.



